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The coal-tar creosote solution may also be used in the form of a spray. An ordinary garden or hand-sprayer will do the work well. This is a warm-weather treatment.
MANGE MITES
Mange in horses is usually called scabies, itch, or scab. This disease is caused by one of three varieties of mites; namely, the sarcoptic, psoroptic, or chorioptic. The sar-coptic mite is the most common and also the most dangerous. Each variety of mite has its own particular habits, but all affect the skin of infested animals similarly.
Whenever mange is suspected, it is good practice to take scrapings from the skin in the affected areas and have them examined under the microscope to find out which variety of mite is causing the trouble. The local veterinarian or state college of agriculture is equipped to make such an examination. When taking the scrapings one must be sure to scrape deeply until the blood comes, since the sarcoptic mite digs under the skin and may be missed. Most of the mites can be seen with the naked eye when placed against a dark background, but the microscope is needed to distinguish between the different species.
Sarcoptic mange
The sarcoptic mite burrows into the outer layers of the skin and lives in tunnel-like galleries. Here the eggs are laid and hatched. It is possible for a new generation of mites to be produced every fifteen days, the entire life of the mite being passed on the animal. Because sarcoptic mites multiply rapidly and live under the outer layers of the skin, it is extremely difficult to eradicate them.
This form of mange can be readily transmitted to other animals and man. All horses suffering from this disease should, therefore, be kept apart from healthy animals. In many states there are strict quarantine regulations against this disease. An animal in poor condition is especially